CHAPTER

CAPTURE OF THE BEACHES
The Storming and Capture of the Beaches: 25th and 26th April,

AFTER calling at Tenedos to drop her boats and their crews,
who were to take part in the Helles landing, the Queen Elizabeth
anchored off Imbros until 4 a.m.; when she weighed and stood
in towards Gaba Tepe to watch the Australian landing, which
was to take place at the first streak of dawn. General Birdwood
had wished to land the covering force in darkness, but the
actual time was governed by the moon, which, on the 25th April,
would have silhouetted the vessels, had they approached the
coast at an earlier hour.

As the Queen Elizabeth steamed in, heavy gunfire broke out
off Helles, and we could hear rifle and machine-gun fire to the
northward of Gaba Tepe. When it was sufficiently light, we
could see boatloads of men landing on the beach, which the
first flight of the covering force had secured. We learnt later
that in the pitch darkness which preceded dawn, the boats
were carried by the northerly current a mile or so to the north-
ward of the selected beach. This at the time was thought very
unfortunate, as the initial fighting took pkce in very difficult
country, and was different to that which the troops had been
led to expect. It is a fact, however, that the actual landing
pkce was" the only spot on that part of the coast, in any way
suitable as a permanent landing place,"* otherwise everything
went according to plan.

The 48 boats of the first flight reached the beach at 4.20 a.m.
and were not observed until they were within jo yards, They
were quickly followed by the destroyers, which ran dose in
to the shore and knded their troops in two trips very speedily.

* "Military Operations, Gallipoli," Vol. I, page 175 f.n.
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